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HA the Reader may have a full view of all 
the important particulars relative to the pre- 
ſent diſpute, from September 1787 to September 1788, 
it is neceſſary to obſerve,  _ 5 
1. That the perſons to whom Mr. Valton ap- 
peals in his letter, were the chief, if not the only, 
remaining truſtees of the preaching-houſe at Daw- 
green, who were therefore the chief perſons that 
were engaged in the propoſitions for the preſent 
_ preaching-houſe., . . 
2. That they, and others with them, elected 
whom they pleaſed for truſtees for the new houſe, 
without ever conſulting Mr. Weſley, or any of the 
preachers, on the head, as far as ever I heard, al- 
though both Mr. Weſley and the preachers were ſo 


* The following Supplement is publiſhed in order to ſet forth 
ſome eſſentia! circumſtances omitted in the Doctor's Statement; 
which circumſtances many ſuppoſe neceſſary to be known by 
the candid Public, before they can form a proper judgment of 
the whole affair; as alſo, to correct a miſtake which (though 
innocent in itſelf) may be conſtrued into a falſehood ; and the 

Doctor be branded with invidious epithets, as others concerned in 
this tranſaction have been on like occaſions, 


A 2 nearly 


ſhewn. | 


_ ceffarily ſuppoſed, 20h were to be the judges. 


„ 


nearly concerned in the affair—a proceeding very 


uncommon among us, as is alſo their holding 4ł 
their meetings without any preacher's being with 

them. Their firſt number was nineteen, thus ſelf- 
elected, whom, after a time, they found it expedient 


to increaſe to twenty-five, for a very obvious reaſon, 


4 we hear, viz. © that all the men of weight might _ 


* be on their ſide”—for we have not been permit- 


ted to ſee the deed, which is ſaid to be made, al- 
though we have oft requeſted it, as ſhall hereafter be 


3. I now proceed, in the next place, to rectify 


the innocent miſtake in the Doctor's ſtatement. 
What he calls, page 7th, a letter of Mr. Weſley's, 


containing interlineations, the copy whereof he in- 


timates was Joſt, was certain propoſitions delivered 
by the truſtees to, and read before, Mr. Weſley, 
when he was laſt at Dewſbury ; to which, on the fr/# 


reading, he acceded, on ſuppoſition they contained 


nothing contrary to what he had before agreed to. 


(This may cafily account for his ſigning Mr. Atlay's 
letter, on the zoth of laſt July, in the midſt of the. 
hurry of the buſineſs of the Conference.) But objec- 
tions being made by ſome who were prefent, they 
were re-conſidered and interlined by Mr. Weſley in 


ſubſtance as the Doctor ſays “, and returned to the. 


truſtees, in whoſe poſſeſhon I ſaw them on the 17th 
of October laſt, oat 


4. I now come to fill up the ſpace between that 
ume and the zoth of laſt July, by a brief narrative of 


the ſteps taken to meet the truſtees, as far as my bre- 


thren employed with me in the buſineſs, and myſelf, 
could poſſibly go, with juftice and fidelity to our 


* The interlineation contained the ſame concefiion as is men- 


tioned in Mr. Atlay's letter, which has been publiſhed in the 
Doctor's ſtatement, only the former named what the latter ne- 


iſt, 


+6. 


itt, The firſt ſtep to be conſidered 3 15, The truf- a 

tees getting a deed drawn up to be ſent to the Man- 
cheſter Conference, and leaving out thoſe interlinea- 
tions of Mr. Weſley's. This deed Mr. Green- 
wood brought to Mancheſter, and gave notice of it 
to the Conference, at the ſame time deſiring to 


know whom he was to deliver it to, in order that 
it might be peruſed. I being then appointed for 


that purpoſe, he accordingly delivered it into my 
hands. In conſequence of this, there has been ſince 
an outcry made, as if ſome mighty wrong had been 
done in Mr. Weſley's not ſeeing that draught. It is 
true, his eyes did not behold it. But it is alſo true, 
hae did ſee it, in the only ſenſe of which the crowd 
of important buſineſs then on his hands would ad- 
mit, by his agent appointed by himſelf for that pur- 
poſe. And he muſt ſee and do many things in this 
way in ſuch large concerns as he has, and more 
eſpecially at a Conference. : 
But what report was made of it ?=As Wen 3 
entered on the conditions of the truſt declared in the 
draught, I was convinced (though till then I had 
not heard a tittle of what had paiſed on the buſineſs) 
_ that it tended to the ſame diſturbance which had been 
fo lately in that neighbourhood, and which ow if 
bas occaſioned. This I told Mr. Greenwood and 
others concerned, adding, „I would have nothing 
„to do with it,”* being refolved not to embroil my- 
ſelf in ſuch an affair, eſpecially as I had, on the 
report of building there, deſired Mr. Valton to be 
| lure of the ſettlement before he took any ſteps to- 
wards it. This, it appears from his letter publiſhed _ 
by the Doctor, he thought he had done, by the re- 
peated aſſurances he had received from men « | 


_ whoſe veracity he was fo confident. 


_  2dly, On the above account I returned the . 
deſiring Mr. Broadbent, who was going through Dewſ- 
bury, to call on the truſtees, with whom he was intimate, 
and ſce if he could ſettle matters with them, Hedid 
| | A | Pd peg Call, 


(20-7 
call, and met them, or ſome of the principal of them; 
but Inever heard a tittle of what paſſed concerning the 
truſtees, the houſe, or any of their concerns, till the 

5th of October, when I received a letter from Mr. 
Greenwood, begging my aid and aſſiſtance, being 
in great diſtreſs of mind concerning the affairs of 
the preaching-houſe. Mr. Weſley, he obſerved 


(on account of the truſtees not complying with his 


reaſonable requeſt, viz. that no preacher ſhould be 
ſent away till he was tried, and found guilty, before 
his peers, or the neighbouring aſſiſtant preachers), 
had ordered him and Mr. Percival to leave Dewſ- 


bury on the 23d of October, which he was refolved _ 


to do, being determined to obey Mr. Weſley, and 
to ſtand or fall with his brethren. Compaſſion to 
him, and regard for the cauſe in general, and that 


: in particular, overcame all my former reſolutions at _ | 


Mancheſter, and ſo far prevailed with me, as to 
make the bold adventure to ſtep in between Mr. 
Weſley and the truſtees, then hoping that the truſtees 
would make ſome conceſſions, and being ſtill more 
_ confident in Mr. Weſley (as a father), that he would 


accept of them, if ever ſo ſmall. But it is ſure, I 


never heard of one conceflion ; no, not the leaſt, to 
this day. Alas! thus confident as I was, I did not 
then know, what I have had full proof of ſince - that 
the matter was fixed, and that one unſuſpected acted 
behind the curtain. | 1 . 
Il ſent a man and horſe with a letter to Mr. Green- 

wood and the truſtees, informing them that I would 
write to Mr. Weſley for liberty to have a hearing of 
their matters, before his orders ſhould be fully exe- 
cuted; and that Mr. Greenwood ſhould remain till 

then, and I would bear any blame he might be liable 
to incur from Mr. Weſley by this delay. This 


. meſſage being diſpatched, I wrote to Mr. Weſley, 


and obtained his conſent. . = | 
Things bearing this favourable appearance, the 
day of meeting was appointed. The preachers. no- 

„ münated 


„ 5 
minated by Mr. Weſley met at nine o'clock, The 
truſtees (or ſome of them), with others of their 
friends whom they choſe, came to us after twelve 
o*clock. Prayer being ended, the buſineſs was 
opened, and a good deal of converſation paſſed re- 
lative to it, but ſeemingly to no purpoſe; for our 
brethren the truſtees ſeemed quite fixed, and wholly 
| reſerved as to their deſigns, notwithſtanding awe all 
were openneſs itſelf towards them. At laſt it was 
agreed, that the draught above mentioned ſhould be 
read, and that we ſhould ſhew wherein it appeared 
to us defective (for ſo we found it to be in many 
very material points). This occaſioned many things 
to be pointed out, which could only be thoroughly 
underſtood by thoſe who had been converſant in ſuch 
buſineſs. And ſuch illuſtrations were | og; that 
we often ſeemed quite to meet in our ideas. Yet, 
ſtrange as it may ſeem, they as oft fled off again; ſo 
that we parted as we met, at near five o'clock, with- 
cout any apparent ill-will on either fide, as we all had 
been mercifully preſerved from any undue warmth 
through the whole. Before we parted, I was de- 
ſirous of taking the ſenſe of each truſtee ſeparately; 
in doing which, I perceived, what we did not know 
before, that many of thoſe who met us were not 
_ truſtees. . „„ ͤ | Co 
When ſeveral of the preachers, as well as of the 
truſtees, were gone, Mr. Heald came to me, and, 
in the name of the truſtees, deſired I would draw up 
the particulars which had been offered, that they 
might have them to peruſe, and if poſſible meet 
them. This 1 promiſed to do as ſoon as I had 
leiſure, and either bring them or ſend them. . 
zznadly, I was reſolved to accommodate matters 
with them, if it could be, without ſacrificing the 
rights of humanity, and the Methodiſt plan of itine- 
rancy, both of which I held dear, but ſaw they muſt 
fall if what the truſtees wiſhed or expreſſed was 
granted, I conſidered all the objections Es os | 
: | „ 5 cars 


3 


Te ; 
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of our deſire of union and peace. 
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| fears. ſuggeſted, in our converſations, viz. . This 
s giving you our houſe. You may do what you 
„ pleaſe with its profits, eſpecially after the debt 


«« 1s paid. You may put a truſtee out of ſociety at 
CE. your pleaſure, and ſo deprive him of the power | 


e to act,“ Wc. To obviate all theſe difficulties, 
and ſecure them againſt all thoſe fears, as well as 


to ſhew them (if they would ſee it) that we wanted 
neither their houſe nor its profits, either before or 
after the debt was paid—and, above all, that it ſhould 


not be in our power to exerciſe even our common 
right of removing improper members from our ſo- 
cieties, as far as it reſpected them as truſtees, and that 


their ſeat-money ſhould never come into our power, 
or even into the hands of a ſteward appointed by us 
(although theſe things Mr. Weſley has ever re- 
ſerved to himſelf, and under his direction to the 
aſſiſtants for the time being, vzz. to chuſe his own 
and the ſociety's ſervants ; for ſo our ſtewards ac- 


count themſelves for the Lord's ſake, having only 
their /abour for their reward from man); to remove, 
I fay, all theſe hindrances, and to render them en- 


tirely without excuſe if they ſtill refuſed to accom- 
modate matters, we gave up all theſe points, and 


in fact every thing elſe, except the power of remov- 


ing preachers without an impartial trial, as a proof 


All this will plainly appear by the copy of the deed 


ſent by me to the truſtees, the whole of which would 
{well this narrative too much. I ſhall therefore only 
extract from it what relates to theſe eſſential points, 
which have been ſo variouſly repreſented to the peo- 


ple. After the deed has /ecured to them the whole 
premiſes as abſolutely as any deed can do, the truſts 
are as follow, viz. On ſpecial truſt, that the truſtees 


ſhall have in themſelves full power, I. To mort- 


gage the premiſes for any ſum that appears unpaid, 
on examination of their accounts. 2. To let all the 


ſeats at the prices which ſhall be agreed upon by 


„ 
the majority of them. 3. To appoint two ſtewards 

annually from among themſelves (and thoſe not to 
be the ſtewards of the ſociety), who ſhould receive 
all the ſeat-rents, and apply the ſame towards pay- 
ing intereſt, keeping the premiſes in decent repair, 
and allowing hat they pleaſed (a blank being left 
for them to fill) for the preachers? ſupport, the re- 


mainder to be applied yearly to leſſen the principal 
debt. Of all which they were to keep regular ac- 


counts, which were to be ſettled once a year in a 
general meeting of the truſtees, which the aſſiſtant 
was to give public notice of, and at which he was 
to be preſent to ſign all the accounts /o ſettled. 
4. It was provided that whenever the debt of the 


houſe was paid, the rents of the ſeats, &c. ſhould 


be applied as the majority of the truſtees (fo aſſem- 
| bled) ſhould agree, and in no other way. 5. That 
no aſſiſtant ſhould on any account diſcharge a traſtee 
from the ſociety but by the conſent of the majority of 
the truſtees ſo aſſembled as above. Yea, that no 
meeting, or act of a meeting, ſhould be held legal, 
but what was publiſhed as above, and notice ſent of 
the time and place of meeting to azy who might hve 
ſo diſtant as not to be able convemently to attend 


the Swnday-ncon's preaching, allowing proper time 


for ſach diſtant truſtees | to attend. 6. That all 
elections of ſucceeding truſtees ſhould be made by 

a majority of ſuch a meeting, and that the afliſtant 
(though preſident of all ſuch meetings) ſhould in 
all things have only oze voice. 7. That Mr. Weſley, 


and after his deceaſe the Conference as by him 8 


pointed, ſhould have the nomination of the preachers 
to that houſe and premiſes, who ſhould have the 
free uſe and benefit thereof for the purpoſe of 
therein preaching and expounding God's holy word 
(but the word bereft being conſtrued at a future 
weeting to extend too far, was given up, though 
its ſignification, I think, is there limited to preach- 
ning, &c. therein), provided always, that the preach- 
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ers, ſo ſent from time to time, ſhould preach ſuch 

doctrines only as are contained in the four volumes 
of ſermons, and the notes on the New Teſtament, 
publiſhed by Mr. Weſley. Provided always, that 


if any of the preachers ſo ſent, ſhould at any time 


be accuſed of immorality, the rules of the ſociety 
being the teſt, or of advancing doctrines contrary 
to thoſe contained in the above-mentioned books, 


then three of the neareſt aſſiſtants ſhall be called in, 


who ſhall be chliged to attend, on having proper 
notice given to them, and ſhall hear the ſaid ac- 
cuſations, and, on proof of the ſame, ſhall join the 


truſtees in a letter to Mr, Weſley, or the preſident 
of the ſaid Conference for the time being, to deſire 


that ſuch preacher be removed; and if another 
Preacher be not ſent within a limited time (during 
which thoſe aſſiſtants are to give the preaching- 

Houſe a regular ſupply), then the choice of a preacher 


is to remain with the truſtees till the next Confer- 
ence. And if the Conference ſhould not ſend a ſup- 


ply in the ſame time (unleſs in caſe of fickneſs or 
death), then the election is to remain in the truſtees 


for ever; and the perſon ſo accuſed and proved 
guilty, ſhall quit the premiſes quietly within a li- 
mited time *. . | N e 


There is alſo proviſion made for ee 

the heirs, &c. of dead, or otherwiſe removed, 
truſtees, againſt any obligations entered into on ac- 
count of thoſe premiſes, whether jointly or ſepa- 
rately. And in caſe it ſhould happen that the 
preaching-houſe was too ſmall, or otherwiſe incon- 


venient, for the major part of the congregation, 


the truſtees had a power to enlarge or fell the ſame, 
provided the money were applied to the purchaſing 


of other premiſes, and erecting another houſe more 
convenient for the inhabitants of Dewſbury. 


2 Theſe truſts or conditions are not exactly ranged in the 
order in which they ſtood in the copy, but are expreſly the ſame 


As 


in ſubſtance, and nearly word for word, only more brief. 


C14 


As I could not attend the truſtees with this form, 
I obſerved, if there was any thing they wiſhed to 
* add, it might be done; or any thing that could 
ce be altered, conſiſtently with what was written 
cc above, it ſhould be ſo.” And when it is eonſi- 
dered that theſe truſtees were in general only ſub- 
ſcribers in common with thoſe of like circumſtances 
in or out of ſociety, and were underſtood to ſub- 
| ſcribe for a houſe on the methodiſt-plan ; ſecondly, 
that they were ſelf- elected; and thirdly, that what 
ſome of them were aiming at (though perhaps un- 
| known to and undeſigned by many of them), was a 
ſubverſion of the intention of the greater part of 
the ſubſcribers, and of moſt of them when they 
_ ſubſcribed, viz. To build a houſe under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Weſley, whom, from their knowledge 
of, confidence in, and affection for him, they could 
entruſt with zhat part of their property, being well 
aſſured he would cer ſuffer it to be otherwiſe ap- 
plied than they defigned, namely, as a place of 
worſhip for the ſociety of people called Methodiſts 
for ever — I ſay, when all theſe things are taken 
into the account (as they ſhould be by all thoſe wo 
would judge impartially), can any one think that 
the allowances here made are not as great as could 
be reaſonably expected, or Mr. Weſley grant with- 
out betraying the confidence the ſubſcribers in ge- 
neral had in Him, which he muſt have done, if he had 
confirmed what theſe truſtees had aſſumed to them- 
ſelves, viz. 1ſt, a-fill- power to exclude Mr. Weſley 
and his preachers at their /e pleaſure : and, 2dly, 
to be the diſpoſers of their neighbours? property at 
their will, and have authority to cauſe the houſe to 
be occupied by any individual they might think pro- 
per to call, to whom they might inſure the poſſeſ- 
fion, and a ſalary out of the profits of it for life! 
Although Mr. Weſley did not expect that the ab- 
ſolute power of the truſtees would thus operate im- 
mediately, yet he ſaw (and every man of candour 
| Rt „„ Ce og by and 
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that form neceſlary in thoſe caſes, And it is well 
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and diſcernment muſt ſee), that, allowing the truſtees | 


what they deſired, they might exerciſe: theſe powers 
whenever they pleaſed. Therefore, as a guardian 


of the people's property, and much more as one to 


whom they had committed the care of their fouls on 


the hope of a continued change of preachers, he 
could not yield to the demands of the truſtees. And 
the rather, becauſe he well knew that the ſhock un- 
avoidably attending the exertion of their aſumed 


prerogative, could be much better ſuſtained during 
his lifetime than when he reſted from his labours. 
And ſhewing himſelf well delerying the confidence 


the people had repoſed in him, he ſtood forth in 
their cauſe, that they might have him to look to for 


ſhelter when the ſtorm aroſe ; which advantage they 


would have been deprived of, had he, for the fake of 

his own peace, tamely ſubmitted to the encroach- 

ments of the truſtees, as well on his unqueſtionable 
right of appointing the preachers throughout the 
Methodiſt connection, as the diſpoſal of that part of 
the ſubſcribers? property, winch they had entruſted 


with him, and not with the truſtecs—as it is a well- 


known fact, that no money would have been ſub- 


ſcribed without the ſanction of his name and guardi- 
anſhip ; and this is true, not only in reſpect to the 
houſe at Dewſbury, but in reſpect to every preach- 
ing-houſe that has been % built in every other part 
of the kingdom. . = F 
Should any here aſk, Why we made theſe devia- 


tions from our original deed? I anſwer, Not be- 
cauſe we judged that form unjuſt or unreaſonable, but 

becauſe, 1. ili have happened in the courſe 
of forty years in peculiar caſes, which were not 


thought of when the original deed was firſt drawn up. 
7 rendered ſome additions and alterations to 


known, Mr. Weſley has never been ſo fixed in any 


uneſſential matter, as not to be willing to alter or 
_ amend, where it appeared conſiſtent with religion 


and 


Kg 


. 
and equity ſo to do. For this reaſon, in the form of h 
deed which is printed in the minutes of the Confe- 
rence for this year, a clauſe is added to impower 
truſtees to mortgage where there is a debt on the 
premiſſes, if they chuſe ſo to do. But, 2. The exi- 
gencies of the preſent caſe called on Mr. Weſley as 
a parent (and thoſe who acted under his direction), 
to do all he could to meet refractory children, who 
were diſturbing the peace of his large family, in 
every particular that would not in the end prove the 
ruin of the whole. And only to prevent his ruin as 
far as could be, did he or they oppoſe the deſires of 
the truſtees, which they could and would readily 
have granted, if they had taken themselves only into 
the account—if the /d, effects had terminated in and 
with themſelves; but alas! they ſaw them extend- 
ing to poſterity without end, involving every thing 
in endleſs contuſion. 1 tongs BE ate hb . 
But, Athly, to return: The candid Reader will 
naturally expect that the above formulary, drawn 
up at the deſire of, and ſo framed as to meet what 
appeared to be the wilhes of, the truſtees, who had 
repeatedly ſaid that they deſired to preſerve 7i- 
nerancy and the Methodiſt plan , would have met 
with their approbation. (But how this agrees with 
the receiving and eltling of one preacher, as before 
ſtated by Dr. Coke, I leave the Reader to judge.) 
But to proceed. An accommodation might have 
been naturally expected from our propoſitions. But 
ſo far from this, I ſome time after received a paper, 
_ addreſſed to us as gentlemen, containing, iſt, An 
intimation that the truſtees had met to conſider of 
the form ſent them; and, 2dly, Sundry articles or 
reſolutions they had agreed upon at that meeting. 


* And in this I really believe many of them were at firſt fin- 
cere; and being preſent at the above meetings to hear for them- 
ſelves, they fully credited what they were told, “ that i 10 
'« could ſecure Methodiſm.” But they afterwards facrifics4 
their own judgment to that of others. = 
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"This was ſigned by nineteen names, ſome of which 
are mentioned above. 'This I would have inſerted, 


were it not for its length. However, the purport 


was, to declare their diſapprobation of, and deter- 
mination never to agree to, any ſuch deed. 5 
When I had read this paper carefully over, I 


could not conſider it as the effect of any conſulta- 
tion on the deed, but as containing animadverſions 


on the curſory converſation of the 17th of October. 
As ſuch, I thought it my duty to reply to them, and 
ſent my reply to Mr. Greenwood to copy, and give 


to the truſtees, as I really had not time to copy it 
myſelf. To inſert this would alfo {well the narrative 


too much. I therein intimated that I only acted as 


a mediator in the buſineſs. In anſwer I received a 
letter from Mr. Heald, the purport of which was to 
aſſure me they never would ſubmit to any deed which 

the Conference was concerned in, and that my me- 
diatorſhip was not wiſhed for or valued by them. 
In the meantime, I had ſent the above reſolutions to 
Mr. Weſley, that he might conſider them, and, if 
he pleaſed, conſult the Brethren in London concern- 
ing them. And, as far as ever I could learn, his 
chief, if not only, counſellor was Mr. Atlay, uhereby 
any man may judge of the credibility of what has been 
Commonly and confidently reported, viz. that Mr. Atlay 
did always afſure Mr. Weſley, that if he withdrew the 
_ preachers from Dewſbury, he would go to them. And 
indeed, what I have ſaid above is fully proved by 
the anſwer that covered the articles, when he re- 


turned them to me in the beginning of December. 


And this is confirmed by a letter of Mr. Atlay's to 
me ſome time after, which, with Mr. Weſley's and 
the anſwer to both, would alſo have been inſerted, 
only for the reaſon before aſſigned, ſwelling the 


narrative too much. But ſuflice it to ſay, that 1 


received Mr. Weſley's anſwer before Mr. Heald's; 
in reply to which I withdrew my mediation, after 


having intimated that if I had been a principal and 
8 5 not 


5 
not a mediator in the buſineſs, I would have ſub- 
mitted the ſenſe of his words and mine to impartial 
men. I gave up the buſineſs more freely, as I 
found the purport of Mr, Weſley's letter was ſent 
to Dewſbury, and aſſurances added, that Mr. Weſ- 
ley would meddle zo more in the affair. 
In anſwer to Mr. Weſley, I contradicted that part 
of his letter, which charged the blame of the truſ- 
tees' madneſs (ſo he termed it) on the encourage- 
ment which ſome of the preachers gave them. For 
which contradiction I aſk his pardon. But I did it 
ignorantly, and to clear my Brethren, from a full 
conviction that zo preacher in the neighbourhood had 
any hand in the plot. But 1 had not en the leaſt 
miſtruſt of Mr. A. not even after the letter above men- 
tioned had been received. Aud here 1 have a far- 
ther preſumption, that Mr. A. had never given Mr. 
Weſiey.any ſuch information as it is faid he always did. 
_ Otherwiſe I am confident that Mr. Weſley, in reply 
to the ſanguine manner in which I cleared my Bre- 
thren at large, would have mentioned Mr, A. _ 
It is true, in my anſwer 1 did not ſatisfy myſelf 
with vindicating my Brethren. No, this I could not 
do with a good conſcience (which I hope ever to 
prefer to all other conſiderations), in the light 12 
which things appeared to me; not as they referred to 
that place only, but to the whole connection. There- 
fore I remonſtrated very freely with my venerable 
father on the ſubject; concluding, „“ that all our 
houſes ſhould be on one plan, that we might have 
* 20 more uneaſineſs about ſettling them, and every 
ſet of truſtees in the three kingdoms have the 
ſame right to ſend any preacher away as one had. 
And if this was generally allowed, he might ſee 
itinerant preaching (among the Methodiſts) ceaſe 
before his ſpirit returned to God! and every 
* preaching-houſe become an independent meeting- 
FE houſe !”” I alfo offered, if he and the Brethren 
agreed to put their necks under ſuch a yoke, to put 
JFC... | mine 
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mine alſo, after having publicly declared againſt ic 
as anti-methodiſtical, and, in my view, utterly un- 
ſcriptural. %%%%VVVVꝑ::.. 8 
5thly, It appeared by his anſwer that he had 
weighed what had been advanced, and ſaw ſome 
propriety init, as therein he ordered a ſecond meeting 
of the Gam preachers and the truſtees of Dewſbury, 
and required me to act as a principal. This meeting 
was accordingly held on the 5th of February 1788. 
As it had now been affirmed that a new deed had 
been made and executed, appointing twenty-five 
truſtees in all, we begged to ſee this deed with all 
the tenderneſs we were capable of for ſome hours, 
but 4/l in vain. It had alſo been ſaid that the ſub- 
Icribers never deſigned that houſe to be under Mr. 
Weſley, but under the management of the truſtees. 
I his cauſed much altercation, and had been the 
reaſon of Mr. Valton's being applied to for the 
truth of this aſſertion. His anſwer, as given by 
Dr. Coke, was received before, and in part read or 
rchearſed that day. But when no argument could 
prevail for the leaſt conceſſion or propoſal for ac- 
commodation from the] truſtees, we offered them, 
I. 'That the ſubſcribers ſhould have the queſtion 
propoſed to them, when we had agreed upon the 
form of it, by ſome indifferent perſon; and if it 
appeared that was the caſe (as they faid) by the ma- 
Jerity of them, we would give all up; if otherwiſe, 
any who defired it, ſhould have their ſubſcriptions 
returned. 2, That it ſhould be left to men of the 
law to determine, they chuſing one counſellor and 
we another, and thoſe two a third; or, if it pleaſed 
them better, to private men, either in or out of ſo- 
cicty. For what reaſon, I leave others to judge, 
but this common, and (as it is generally ſuppoſed) 
moſt equitable manner of deciding differences, was 
| ſpurned with the utmoſt indignation. Some of them 
ſaid, What! you are for law, are ye? You 
* are changed from the goſpel] to the law. We 
| 6 are 
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& are for the goſpel till.” The juſtneſs of ſuch 
declamations I ſubmit to the determination of the 
Reader. We were for peace on any reaſonable _ 
terms, being well affured ſuch uſe of law is not 
againſt the goſpel. Others fled out immediately, 
and returned no more that evening, as far as I ſaw, 
it being then between four and five o'clock. How- _ 
ever, they met by themſelves, while we took ſome 
_ refreſhment, and procured a letter of Mr. Weſley's 
that had been brought me from Sheffield, which 
came to hand, after I had retired from the meet- 
ing; which letter, among other inſtructions of 
the moſt poſitive kind, relative to the buſineſs we 
were then upon, contained a deſire, “that the ſeat- 
_ © holders ſhould be informed that they were not to 
pay any more rent till the matter was ſettled be- 
„ tween him and the truſtees.” As a conſiderable. 
number of them returned, we told them of this 
letter, and that ſomething deciſive muſt be done that 
night, as there was to be preaching ; aſſuring them 
we muſt obey the order we had received. We 
therefore again reſumed our old requeſt for a fight 
of their deed, declaring we had the utmoſt unwill- 
ingneſs to do any thing which would widen the 
breach. This we continued to do in vain, till half 
paſt ſeven, ſo that preaching was nearly ended. 
We then agreed to go together into the pulpit, and 
deliver Mr. Weſley's meſſage. The burden being 
laid upon me to ſpeak, we went in deep grief, and 
met the truitees, or ſeveral of them, at the preach- 
ing-houſe door, whom I intreated, for God's ſake, 
if they had any thing to offer that would in any de- 
gree make for peace, to do it even then, as we 
muſt otherwiſe do, by Mr. Weſley's order, what 
would ſurely grieve them. They ſaid, No; we 
„ might do as we pleaſed.” I then again told 
them, if they would only ſhew their deed, we would 
not proceed, This they fill refuſed. We then 
went into the pulpit, and my feelings were ſuch as I 
55 4 3 | never 
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never felt before, ſlice the firſt time 1 preached i in 
the Foundery near Moorfields. I introduced the 
ſubject with ſuch feelings of grief as I rarely ex- 
perience, as all that were Nat with me can wit⸗ 
neſs, and delivered, not my own, but Mr. Weſley's, 
deſire to the congregation then preſent, concluding 
with prayer. It is Lid, this was done with the ut- 
moſt warmth and heat of paſſion. This I alſo bear 
for his ſake, in whoſe cauſe I acted, only obſerving, 
if I have any conſciouſneſs of my own feelings, they 
were then thoſe of deep grief. I ſhould juſt ob- 
_ ſerve, that when we were in the pulpit, and I had 
begun, they ſent a meſſage to Mr. Greenwood that 
they would ſhew their writing; to which I replied, 
it was now too late, as I bi « entered upon my buſi- 
neſs*, Yet we were given to underſtand after we 
came in (I know not 5 whom) that they would 
ſhew it in the morning. I think John Robinſon 
came in either before or after, to whom we either 
read or related the ſubſtance of Mr. Weſley's letter 
brought from Sheffield. After waiting ſome hours 
in the morning, he came to inform us chat they had 


55 reſolved not to ſhew us any deed. 


the ſubſcribers did ſubſcribe for a hou 


We then drew up theſe e "RY to ſend them | 
to Mr. Weſley, and ſome propoſals we judged need- 
ful to lay before him relative to the buſineſs, parti- 

| cularly, that Mr. Valton, who received the ſubſcrip- 
tions, ſhould be ſent to make the . whether 


e to be under 
the management of Mr. Welley, or the truſtees, in 


FE to the Lars of n and rgeding pr oceans N 


5 This de has been 3 blamed by 3 and | 
others ſaid to be unchriſtian. I may not be a judge herein. 
Yet moſt ſay, on an impartial review of it, that they cannot ſee 
it to be ſo, as no one is deemed unjuſt or unchriſtian, who, in 
caſes of diſpute reſpecting premiſſes occupied by indifferent per- 
_ ſons, defires that the rents may be retained till the matter be 
decided; eſpecially if he who does fo offers alſo to let diſinte- 
reſted men decide for him immediately. 

3 ers, 
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ers, as it is only this which is diſputed. And as Mr. 
Valton declined this on account of his health, all 
the reſt were dropt, as they hinged upon that, and 
the matter reſted till Mr. Weſley came to Mancheſ- 


ter in April laſt, Then it was mentioned, and the 


_ Propriety of Mr. Welley's viſiting them con- 


ndered. 


It was then alſo affirmed, that one juſt come from = 


London had in public company declared, that he 


_ perſonally heard Mr, Atlay ſay, in company alſo, 

« That if Mr. Weſley withdrew the preachers from 
« Dewſbury, he would go there; and that he had 

„„ promiſed the truſtees he would do ſo.” This 
was no leſs ſtrange to Mr. Weſley than to all pre- 


ſent, which it could not have been, had Mr. A. acted 


with that candour with which it is ſaid he always 


did, wiz. in telling Mr. Weſley from the very be- 


 ginning he would do ſo. It was then agreed that 
Mr. Weſley ſhould write to the truſtees, and his 


going to Dewſbury or not going ſhould depend upon 
their anſwer. What that was, I am not certain; 


only I have heard it was no conceſſion or invitation. 
This I do not affirm ; I only ſuppoſe it was neither, 


as he did not go. It was then further agreed, that 
he ſhould draw up a hand- bill, to be diſperſed among 


the people, as it was believed that many of them 


were unacquainted with the proper ſtate of the caſe. 
This he alſo dic. | ; 


SHthly. Thus, as far as I know, things remained 
till the Conference. But in July I heard that Mr. 

Weſley and a gentleman in the neighbourhood of 
Dewſbury had exchanged ſome letters on the ſub- 


ject, ſome of which I ſaw, with their anſwers ; in all 
of which I could not learn that Mr, Weſley had varied 


from his judgment in December 1787, or from his 


propoſal to the truſtees by Mr. Atlay. 


Ie Conference began in London on Monday, 
July 28th, 1788. On the Tueſday evening, after 


preaching, a meeting was held nm Mr, Weſley's 


3 


room 


# n 


to) 


room with Mr. Atlay, and with moſt of thoſe whe 
had been concerned in this buſineſs. In the begin- 
ning of that meeting, Mr. Atlay faid, © He did not 
doubt but if he was to go down he could ſoon 
«« ſettle matters with the truſtees.” Mr. Weſley, 
or ſome one preſent, aſked, When he could go? He 
ſaid, “ About the end of September, or ſome time 
«© in Oftober”” (as far as I recollet). Jo this it 
was replied, “ That would be too late, as ſome- 


thing muſt be done one way or the other before 


© the Conference breaks up.“ I then ſaid, there 


was no difficulty in ſettling with the truſtees of 
| Dewſbury, for they were fixed, and any one who 
would give them their deſire might ſettle with them 


at once. But no man ought to be allowed to go on 
that bufineſs with an unlimited commiſſion. No; 
his terms of accommodation ſhould be as they had 
been from the firſt, ** Let the accuſations be proved, 
„ and then the preachers removed.“ To this all 
agreed. I added then, that I thought Mr. A. the 
moſt improper man that could be ſent in behalf of 
the Conference, after what I had heard; and, 
turning immediately to him, faid, © Mr. Atlay, © 
it is ſaid that you have long ago promiſed the 
«« truſtees of Dewſbury, that if Mr. Weſley with- 
«© drew the preachers on this account, you would 
« come and ſupply them. I aſk you then, before 
God and theſe Brethren, have you made” any ſuch - 
“ promiſe, or have you not?? 5 
He anſwered, Mr. Mather, you are very ſharp | 
„ upon me, what harm have I done you? I would 
« rather die this minute than leave Mr. Weſley and 
* the connection.“ I then ſaid, «© Mr. Atlay, you 
„ have done me perſonally no wrong that I know 
a. Nor do I aſk what you would do. My 
#4. queſtion is, What have you done in hu caſe? 
« Anſwer yea or no; there is no need of evaſions, 
„ and we will not be put off with them.” Mr. At- 
1. L then ſaid, “ To be ſure 1 did ſay ſo, when the 
| „ I NCT 
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6c matter firſt began, but I never imagined you or 
* they would put me to it.“ I then ſaid, Judge 
ye, if Mr. Allay be a proper perſon to ſend 1 
* in your behalf.” And I again aſked, if he had 
not deſired the people of Malton not to ſettle their 
houſe on the Conference plan; which he alſo. ac- 
knowledged. 

In the ſubſequent converſation it was agreed, that 
Mr. Weſley ſhould write one letter in the morning, 
and Mr. Atlay another; but that Mr. Atlay's ſhould 
not be ſent till thoſe then preſent had ſeen it. Ac- 

cordingly, at fix in the morning Mr. 5 2 | . 

me his — which was as follows : | 


To the Truſtees N Dead. 7. 


London, 2 goth, _—_ | 
My dear Brethren, | | 
The queſtion between us is, © By whom ſhall 
„ the preachers {cnt from time to time to Dewſ- 
_ * bury be judged ?*”% You ſay, © By the truſtees. 
I fay, « By their peers—the preachers met in Con- 
« ference.“ You ſay, © Give up this, and we will 
« receive them,” I ſay, I cannot, I dare not 
% give up this.” Therefore if you will not receive 
them on theſe terms, you renounce connection with = 
i | Your affectionate Brother, 
JOHN WES LEY. 


_ As L went FR with this ! in my 0 1 3 on 
Mr. Atlay, and tald him it was Mr. Weſley's letter. 

He ſaid, what he was now writing was his; and we 

agreed that Dr. Coke, Mr. Pawſon, Thompſon, | 


and ſeveral others, ſhould meet in his room after the 


breaking up of the Conference that afternoon, and 
read it, and drink a diſh of tea together, that we 

mignt explain matters, as he ſtill thought I bore hard 
upon him the night before. Thus we agreed, and 1 
chen aſſured him, 1 had no perſonal diſlike to _ 
5 ut 


=. ( 22 ) 
. 1 but ſuch conduct I could not approve of, and ever 
thought it beſt to tell a man what was ſaid of him. 
So we parted till the afternoon. 35 N 
We then met, and the letter was read, to wuich 
I immediately objected, declaring, that it gave the 
truſtees all they deſired — that the calling in of aſſiſt- 
ants was all a farce, as they were only executioners 
of the unanimous will of the truſtees, and not judges. 
This occaſioned a ſecond reading, when the Brethren 
preſent differed from me in judgment. A farther al- 
tercation enſued, which ended 1n my giving the matter 
up; eſpecially as the letter had been read to Mr. 
Weſley, and he muſt have underſtood it in the ſenſe 
in which my Brethren did, or he ever would have 
ſigned it; as in my ſenſe it would have flatly contra-* 
dicted what he had wrote in the morning, which was 
then upon the table. I then ſaid, „ Well, I ought 
„to reſign on ſuch evidence.“ However, I deſired _ 
an exact copy of Mr. Atlay's letter might be then 
taken on the ſame half ſheet Mr. Weſley had wrote 
his upon, and that all preſent ſhould atteſt it, which 
Copy was accordingly taken by Dr. Coke, and figned 
by all preſent, of whom Mr. Atlay was one, who 
had been, during the whole diſpute, againſt my ſenſe 
of the letter. Mr. A.'s letter was ſent off that fame 
night, and I retained the copy and Mr. Weſley's 
leber. $f | 7 CE oe Res a a. 
However, the truſtees, on receiving this letter, ſaw 
for once with my eyes, but by no ageing ſalve ſent 
by me. Whether the cover (if it was ſent in one) 
cContained any, I know not. Their anſwer to Mr. 
Weſley was returned in a cover to Mr. Atlay. We 
had reaſon to believe, by James Blackburn's letter 
to Mr. Weſley, which referred to it as ſent a poſt 
before, that Mr. A. had received it; but we heard 
nothing of it till „t informed us. James Black- 
burn's letter being delivered to Mr. Weſley in the 
Conference, he gave it immediately to me, deſiring 
I would read-it. On ſeeing it refer to another letter, 


tn). 


as above, I ſaid, „ Sir, I cannot read 2his letter, 
as it refers to one ſent by Mr. Heald. Have you 


received it?“ He anſwered, < No.” Mr. At- 


lay was then ſent for, and the meſſenger was ordered 


to defire him to bring with him a letter for Mr. 
Weſley, which he had received from Mr. Heald. 

le came, and on being aſked why hat letter had 
not been delivered as ſoon as received, he ſaid, 


«© You were buſy, and I deſigned to deliver it to 
«« Mr. Weſley by and by.” Ob/erwe, Mr. A. knew 
that the Conference was to break up finally in a few 


hours. On the letters and anſwers being read, a 

_ converſation took place on the ſenſe of Mr. Atlay's 
words, which called for him to put his own ſenſe upon 

them, which was exactly the ſenſe he had heard me 

<ontend for before; and zhat wherein, as the anſwers 


ſhewed, the truſtees underſtood them. 


It was then that the Conference unanimouſly re- 
fuſed to go to Dewſbury, on any ſuch terms; and 
alſo agreed that a freſh deputation ſhould be ſent to 
the truſtees, and a letter written by Dr. Coke to ap- 


point another meeting, and to inform them of the 
Cauſe, the men, the time, and the buſineſs of it, 


and promiſing them preachers (Mr. Shaw and Mr. 
Percival), if the deputies and they could agree con- 
cerning the grand point in diſpute, the judges by 
whom the preachers, if neceſſary, ſhould be tried during 


the intervals of the Conference. 


The Doctor's letter was ſent on the 7th of Auguſt 

1788, and on the 14th J met Mr. Pawſon, Thomp- 

fon, Greenwood, and Percival at Dewſbury ; and 
ſoon after, the truſtees came to us. After prayer, 


the buſineſs was opened by reading a copy of the 
Doctor's letter. We then procceded to aſk if they 
really had a deed executed. It was anſwered, 
Les.“ We then wiſhed to ſee it: it was an- 


ſwered, © It is not convenient for us to ſhew it.” 
We then inquired whether they would make any 
fupplement to it, as Mr. Weſley and the Conference 
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deſired, according to the Doctor's letter. They an- 
ſwered, No.” Nor could we reach any farther, 


or obtain the leaſt propoſal towards an accommoda- 
tion. Seeing all was in vain, we concluded as 
directed by Mr. Weſley and the whole body of the 
Conference, deſiring Mr. Greenwood and Mr. Per- 
cival, and their families, to remove as ſoon as 


might be; and that it might be publiſhed that Mr. 
Thompſon would preach in the ftreet the next Lord's 
day ; which he did at noon, and publiſhed me for 


the Sunday after; at which time I alſo attended, and 
gave the people notice at noon, that as many reports 


were ſpread concerning the preſent buſineſs, I would 


give them a ſhort account of it after I had done 
Preaching at night; which 1 did, and aſſigned as a 
reaſon for our long ſilence, whereby many had been 


miſled (as they had only heard one fide chiefly, viz. 
that of the truitees), that we were parents, and could 
we have ſtill concealed our children's weakneſs, we 
would. . 5 


I then publiſhed for Mr. Pawſon, who came, and 


on an invitation from Joſeph Bennet, ſen. and a flight 


promiſe that matters ſhould be made up, went and 
preached twice in the houſe, and met the truſtees 

alone, making ſome conditional propoſals, which 
were ſent to Mr. Weſley. This occaſioned Mr, 
Pawſon to ſpend ſome part of the week following 
among the truſtees and people, and to preach again 
in the houſe on the Wedneſday evening. I am 


fully aſſured he meant well. But it was not likely to 
anſwer any end, as he received no propoſals for an 
accommodation, touching the Fant, point in diſ- 
pute. | EO VVV 
Thus I have given a true relation of the whole 


affair, ſince I have been concerned in it, and muſt 


leave every man now to judge for himſelf, And as 


I have already acknowledged to the world, that I 
have not made that uſe of the foundation laid in my 
youth, in reſpect to correctneſs, by being early int- 


tiated 


( 25 1 1 5 


tlated in claſſical learning, having found other me- 


thods for employing my time, which I then judged 


more neceſſary to purſue; I therefore hope that an 
allowance will be made for ſuch defects as may be 


found in this Supplement, as a fair ſtatement of the 
truth, for the benefit of all who may deſire in this 


cCaſe to know it, is all that was aimed at by 
Their ſervant in Chriſt, 


| Banxestey, A. MATHER. 
September 18, 1788. Ls ET 
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P. S. It is worthy of obſervation, that Mr. 
Weſley, notwithſtanding what he had heard at Man- 
_ cheſter—what was acknowledged in his own room 
what was proved to have been done in the caſe of 


the letters—did not ſtill give Mr. Atlay notice to 


quit his ſervice, or even expect he would on the 
7th of Auguſt, at four in the afternoon, It is 
true, when Mr. A. had acknowledged the ſenſe of 
his letter to be ſo different from what Mr. Weſley 
underſtood it to be when he brought to him to 


ſign, and ſome words enſued, as ſtated by the 
Doctor, Mr. Weſley did then fay, © John, if you 
<< mean to leave me, you may. I have another, I 


can put in your place.” Yet Mr. Weſley after- 


wards ſeemed to think no more of it, as may eaſily 
be ſeen from what follows. _ „„ „ 
| Being to depart from London that evening, I 
called on Mr, Weſley, * take my leave of him; 
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the people will be all ſcattered ; and I was writ- 
Was ſtill no warning, either given or taken, as ap- 


a for, ſhaking Mr. A. by the hand, . 


1 


and having been told by one who had heard Mr. A. 
ſay that day, that he would leave Mr. Weſley's 
book-room and go to Dewſbury, I naturally ſup- 
poſed they had had an interview, and that Mr. A. 
had given him warning accordingly. I therefore 
took the liberty to ſay, Pray, Sir, whom have 


«© you got for the book-room?' He anſwered, 
No one. I do not want any.” TI then told him 
what I had heard. To which he replied, «© I know 


nothing of it. But I will know directly. Come 
with me to John Atlay, and I will aſk him.” 
As we went down ftairs, Dr. Coke met us, to whom _ 


he ſaid, «© Come along with me.“ At the door I 


met Mr. Henry Moore, who was appointed aſſiſtant 
for London. I took him alſo. We found Mrs. A. 


in the counting-room, whom Mr. Weſley addreſſed, 
by ſaying, “ Siſter Atlay, where is John?” She 
ſaid, „Up ſtairs, Sir.” He ſaid, Call him.“ 


On his coming into the room, Mr. Weſley ſaid, 
ohn, are you going to leave me? If you are, 
let me know, that I may provide another before 


„ leave the town”? (which he was to do on the 
Sunday evening following). Mr. A. rephed nearly 


in the manner and words he did on the 29th of 
Auguſt, without ſaying he was, or was not. He 


was then deſired to give Mr. Weſley a poſitive an- 
fiver, as by what he then faid, Mr. Weſley could 


know nothing of his mind. 


you defire, Sir? Mr. Weſley taid, © A quarter 
„ of a year, $5 be ſure.” Mr. Atlay then ſaid, 
„thought a month would be ſumcient; in three 


Mr. A. then faid, „ How long warning would 


„ ing to Dewſbury when you called me.“ Here 
uin what -paſſed on Mr. Welley's coming 
« John, I think we ſhall not part yet.“ Mr. A. 


ſpoke much as before. But here every one may og 


(27 ) 


Mr. Weſley? s tenderneſs to Mr. A, Who belides 
would have acted thus? _ 
I hear Mr. A. did ſend him warning ſome time 


after, which Mr. Weſley accepted. But who could 
have blamed Mr. Weſley or the Conference, if they 


had formally renounced Mr. A. on the 6th of 
Auguſt? For whether his conduct, confedered ab- 


_ firadtedly, might have been good or bad, is not the 


preſent queſtion——but what it was towards them as 
a member of the connection. In this point of view, 


his conduct, one ſhould think, hardly needs a com- 


ment; it ſpeaks for uu to all candid men. 
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APPEND: 1 6: 


I will be neceſſary to inform the public, iſt, 


that Mr. Pawſon, in order to meet the Truſ- 


tees, propoſed to them, That the three aſſiſtant 


« preachers to be called i in, and the twenty-five 
ce truſtees, ſhould be conſidered as one body 


© and if the majority of this body ſhould agree 
e that the accuſed preacher was guilty, he ſhould 
then be put away.” 2dly, He and Mr. 
: Thompſon agreed further, That, if the ma- 
* jority of the ſociety or congregation ſhould 


« agree that the accuſed preacher was guilty, in 
« that caſe he ſhould be put away.“ But 1 


5 Propoſals were alſo rejected. 


ALEXANDER MaATHER, 
Joux Paws 0 N. 


WiLLIAN ruoursox. 
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